
 

Week of June 7, 2021: 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5 
 

Discussion Questions Set #1 
“As for other matters, brothers and sisters, pray for us that the message of the Lord may 
spread rapidly and be honored, just as it was with you. And pray that we may be delivered 
from wicked and evil people, for not everyone has faith. But the Lord is faithful, and he will 
strengthen you and protect you from the evil one. We have confidence in the Lord that 

you are doing and will continue to do the things we command. May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love 
and Christ’s perseverance.” (1 Thessalonians 3:1-5) 
 

Perseverant prayer is not pessimistic pestering prayer, but hopeful expectant prayer! 
 

 
Persistent Prayer Perseverant Prayer 

Motive 
By repetitive prayer, God can be 
bothered into acting 

By repetitive prayer, a relational dynamic will 
develop that supports us to persevere according 
to God’s will 

Expectation 
God will respond when annoyed 
enough or when an arbitrary number of 
requests is reached 

God will respond in love and when the response 
will serve as a “good gift” to us 

View of God God is reluctant to answer prayer 
God is eager to answer prayer according to His 
will 

 

1. Discuss the differences between persistent and perseverant prayer.  
2. Why is it important that we have a correct understanding of the goal of repetitive prayer? 
3. How might an incorrect view of prayer in this regard impact our perseverance in the face of difficulty? How 

does a correct view assist us? 
 

Discussion Questions Set #2 
 “Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that 
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for 
us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the 
cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured 
such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.” (Hebrews 12:1-3) 
May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance.” (1 Thessalonians 3:5) 
 

In sermon, we compared the message of 2 Thessalonians 3:1-5 and Hebrews 12:1-3 and noted some 
important similarities. Both envision a prayerful community of witness, a freedom from the hindrance of sin, a 
perseverant advance of the gospel and a focus upon Christ’s example. 
 

1. How do the following aspects of perseverant prayer influence our ability to persevere:  
a. Participation in prayerful Christian community 
b. Prayers for deliverance from wicked and evil people 
c. Prayers for strength against and protection from the evil one 

2. In your experience, how are perseverant prayer and effective evangelism related? 
3. What does it mean to have a heart oriented “in God’s love” and “in Christ’s perseverance”? 
4. If you had to describe your own prayer life right now, what word would you choose and why? 

 

Discussion Questions Set #2 
“Consider him who endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.” 
(Hebrews 12:1-3) 
“When this priest had offered for all time one sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, and since 
that time he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool.” (Hebrews 10:12-13) 
 

1. How does considering Jesus’ example of perseverant prayer both in his earthly life and as HE now 
awaits His return in heaven affect our ability to persevere? 

2. As you think about Jesus’ example, what one things stands out most to you that you’d like to see 
develop in your own life? 


