
 

Week of May 24, 2021: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 
 

Discussion Questions Set #1 
“Concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered to him, we ask 
you, brothers and sisters, not to become easily unsettled or alarmed by the teaching 
allegedly from us—whether by a prophecy or by word of mouth or by letter—asserting that 
the day of the Lord has already come. Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way…” (2 

Thessalonians 2:1-3a) 
“Do not despise prophecies. Test everything; hold on to the good.” (1 Thessalonians 5:20-21) 
 

1. Why do you think Paul implores the Thessalonians Christians to not be “easily unsettled” or “alarmed” by 
end times teaching? Considering this encouragement, what do you think the purpose of end times 
teaching from a biblical perspective actually is? 

2. Discuss the following statement – “heavy persecution does not often lead to the development of sound 
end-times theology”. 

3. Discuss the interaction of deceptive teaching and difficulty in perseverance.  
4. As mentioned in sermon, the Thessalonian church had already been given instruction on how to handle 

prophetic words (see 1 Thessalonians 5:20-21). Discuss the important of testing prophecy. 
5. Understanding that we have been gifted both the word of God and the presence of an “interpreting 

community”, what might testing a prophecy look like practically? 
6. Do you think that we are given to such a process in our world today? How might current realities (social 

media, attitudes about truth, mistrust of leadership/authority) affect such a process? 
 

Discussion Questions Set # 
“For [the day of Christ’s return] will not come until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness is 
revealed, the man doomed to destruction.” (2 Thessalonians 2:3) 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father … 
Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come.” (Matthew 24:36 and 42) 
 

Although there is a lot of conjecture related to the events of the end-times, our passage instructs that two 
things must occur: the rebellion (the falling away) and the revelation of the man of lawlessness. 
 

1. How might both the rebellion and the misleading of the man of lawlessness be related to the 
perseverance of the church? 

2. Both of these realities appear to be apparent and overt according to our text. Why is it significant that 
Paul writes about these things being publically apparent – at least to the church? 

3. Why do you think that there still remains an undercurrent in modern Christianity to a secretive and 
hidden nature to end-times events? What might this chasing after secretive knowledge be indicative of? 

4. How is watchfulness related to all of this? How might the ability to keep watching affect one’s ability to 
persevere in difficult times? How is remaining watchful different than craving to understand prophesy? 

 

Discussion Questions Set #3 
“They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. For this reason God sends them a 
powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie and so that all will be condemned who have not believed the 
truth but have delighted in wickedness.” (2 Thessalonians 2:10-12)  
 

Our passage reveals to us that those who are misled by the signs and wonders of the man of lawlessness find 
themselves in this position because they “refuse to love the truth” and “have delighted in wickedness”. 
 

1. What do you think loving the truth looks like in a practical sense? 
2. What do you think delighting in the truth looks like in a practical sense? 
3. How do you think loving the truth and delighting in it insulates us against deception? 
4. How does loving the truth and delighting in it affect our ability to persevere in the face of difficulty? 


