
 

Week of February 21, 2021: John 6:25-29 
 

Discussion Questions Set #1 
““When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, 
“Rabbi, when did you get here?” Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, you 
are looking for me, not because you saw the signs I performed but because 
you ate the loaves and had your fill. Do not work for food that spoils, but for 
food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on 

him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.” Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the 
works God requires?” Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.” (John 
6:25-29) 
 

Miracles are sometimes a touchy subject for followers of Jesus, often because we don’t quite know how to 
interpret their meaning or their specific function, beyond the simple physicality of the event. Yet Jesus 
performs at least 37 recorded miracles in His time here on earth, so it’s not as if we can just expunge them 
from the biblical record or our knowledge of Christ. 
 

1. Discuss how you understand: a) the function of miracles within Christ’s life, b) what they show us 
about Jesus and ourselves, and c) how we ought to understand the possibility of the miraculous today. 

 

Discussion Questions Set #2 
“Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you”. 
“The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” Jesus 
answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of 
God.’” (Matthew 4:3-4) 
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never 
perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, who through faith are shielded by God’s 
power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. In all this you greatly 
rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come 
so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though 
refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. (1 Peter 1:3-7) 
 

1. What does it look like to work for “food that spoils” in our following of Jesus? What attitudes or 
behaviours might be present in a person who is following Jesus, yet focussed on “food that spoils”? 

2. Think about Satan’s temptation of Jesus in Matthew 3:3-4. In essence, he challenges Jesus to perform 
a “needs” oriented miracle. Discuss how Jesus responds to this challenge. What might this teach us 
about: a) the attractiveness of “food that spoils” and b) our enemy’s use of this attractiveness? 

3. Can you think of any specific practices that might help a person focussed on “food that spoils” to redirect 
their attention to “food that endures to eternal life”?  

4. Discuss the possible differences between the faith of one following Jesus because of His miracles (i.e. 
following Him as a miracle worker or a “needs-meeter”) versus following Jesus because of who He is as 
the Son of God/Son of Man. 

5. What difference does it make to follow Jesus for who He is, rather than for what He can do/has done? 
6. How does 1 Peter 1:3-7 assist us in understanding what “food that endures to eternal life” looks like? 

 
Discussion Questions Set #3 
“Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” Jesus answered, “The work of God 
is this: to believe in the one he has sent.” (John 6:25-29) 
“For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of 
God— not by works, so that no one can boast”. (Ephesians 2:8-9) 

 

1. Think of the above question posed to Jesus by the crowd. What do you think they might have been trying 
to get at in asking this of Jesus? (Think of the function of pride and self-justification already present in 
John’s gospel.) 

2. Discuss how the above verses help us to prioritize our action in following Jesus. What role does ongoing 
belief play in informing our “works” as a follower of Jesus? 


